	FOUNTAINHEAD SCHOOL

	PROGRAM OF INQUIRY 2011-12

	Grade
	WHO WE ARE
An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
	WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.
	HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES
An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs
and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.
	HOW THE WORLD WORKS
An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
	HOW WE ORGANISE OURSELVES
An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.
	SHARING THE PLANET
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

	Nursery

	We use our senses to discover and understand the world.
· Our five senses
· How people adapt when a sense is missing
· How our senses help us to make choices
	
	
	We play to explore and have fun.
· Different kinds of games and toys 
· Imaginative use of everyday material.
· Elements and outcomes of play (rules, responsibility, social skills, learning)
· Communicating through play
	
	Public places serve the needs of the community. 

· The need of public places.
· Different public places and their function.
· How public places are different from our homes
	We share our planet with animals and interact with them in different ways.
· The types of animals on our planet
· Ways in which people and animals interact (pets, farming)
· The responsibility humans have towards animals

	Junior KG

	Family and friends play a role in our lives.
· How families are similar and different
· How we make and keep friends 
· Why we need family and friends


	 
	· Stories inform us and provoke us; they give us pleasure and help our imagination to grow.
· The manner in which stories are created and shared
· Feelings and emotions that stories evoke
· Message that stories convey

	We have different materials in the environment and they behave differently.
· Different types of materials
· How materials change when they interact with each other

	Transportation systems are directly related to the needs of a community
· Different types of transport systems.
· Why do we use different transport systems.
· Relationship between transportation systems and the environment.
	Plant life is essential for people and the environment.
· Types and structure of a plant
· Things that we get from plants
· The role of plants in the environment

	Senior KG
	Making balanced choices about food and daily routines enables us to have a healthy lifestyle.
· Balanced food choices
· Nutrients and how they help our body
· Daily habits and routines (hygiene, sleep, recreation, eating and exercise)
· Consequences of the choices we make.

	We can find out about our past through stories and artefacts.
· Our baby stories/ memories
· Stories and artefacts from our parents and grandparents lives
· Similarities and differences between generations in a family.




	We can express our ideas though the arts
· Different ways of expressing ideas – music, visual arts, dance, drama, and stories 
· How authors and artists express their ideas in different ways 
· The Arts make us feel different emotions 


	Light creates shadows and it also reflects and refracts.
· Different sources of light
· Ways in which shadows and reflections are created & changed
· Reflective and refractive surfaces and how they make things look different 
· Uses of shadows and reflections
	We need to be organized to take a trip.
· The reasons why we take a trip
· Services/people related to trip
· Choices and decisions involved in making a trip
· Our experiences and memories from our trips.



	Animals have specific characteristics that help them to survive in their natural habitat.
· The components of a habitat.
· Different types of habitats in which animals live 
· Characteristics/ features that enable them to survive.


	Grade 1
	Knowing myself and others can help me to take responsibility for myself and work better with others.
· Physical and personal Characteristics and personal preferences.
· Recognizing and respecting similarities and differences in the class community.
· Being a responsible member of the classroom community.
	Globes and maps help us represent our world and learn about it.
· Reading and understanding maps
· World geography
· Our global location- where we are in relationship to others

	A variety of signs & symbols facilitate local and global communication.
· Various types of signs & symbols and ways in which they are used
· Specialized systems of communication.
· Reasons for the development of communication systems.
	Understanding the properties of air allows people to make practical applications.
· Common properties  of air
· Components of air
· What air can do & how we use it

	Food needs to be transported and/ or processed before it reaches our tables.
· The food that we eat and where it comes from
· Stages food goes through from origin to
consumption.
· What factors must be considered when transporting different food.

	People can establish practices in order to sustain and maintain the Earth’s resources
· Limited nature of the earth’s resources 
· Reducing waste.
· Personal choices that can help sustain the environment
· Reusing and recycling different materials


	Grade 2
	Games can enhance understanding about ourselves and others.
· Learning through games. 
· Skills, strategies and attitudes used while playing games
· Valuing & using each other’s strength  and acknowledging multiple perspectives. 

	Places have characteristics that make them unique.
· Features of a place
· Reasons why the place is unique
· People and events that have influenced the place.

	Mankind has created art forms to express their culture.
· Traditional art forms
· How art forms express culture
· Folk art forms of the region around us



	Understanding the way materials behave and interact determines how people use them.
· Behaviour and uses of materials
· Changing properties of materials
· Manipulation of materials for specific purposes

	People can achieve a common goal by working together and sharing responsibilities.
· Goal of the workplace.
· Individual roles and responsibilities.
· Importance of working as team.


	Human actions can have an impact on animals. 
· Relationship between the animals & humans
· Human actions that affect animal species & their habitats 
· Our responsibility towards the animal species 

	Grade 3
	The human body consist of many interrelated systems that work together to keep us alive.
· Systems of the human body.
· How systems work and are maintained.
· The interconnectedness between systems.

	Humans have adapted to a variety of geographic and climatic conditions.
· The range of geographic and climatic conditions that exists on Earth 
· The reasons for the different climatic and geographic conditions 
· How humans have adapted to the geographic and climatic conditions (food, shelter, clothing, occupation)  
	Imagination is a powerful tool for extending our ability to think, create and express ourselves..
· How we demonstrate and enjoy our imagination
· How our imagination helps us to consider other perspectives. 
· How imagination helps us to solve problems. 

	We have developed machines to make our lives easier.
· The impact machines have on people’s lives.
· How principles of work, force and friction are used in machines
· How simple machines are used to develop compound/complex machines
	Communities function more effectively with responsible participation of all stakeholders.
· Systems and Services needed to support a community
· Role and responsibilities of individuals, government and NGO’s in a community
· How our actions impact the  community.
	Water is essential for life and it needs to be conserved.
· Distribution, form and availability of usable water across the planet  
· How water is used, managed and recycled 
· Our responsibility towards water  

	Grade 4
	Children worldwide face a variety of challenges and risks.
· Challenges and risks that children face
· How children respond to challenges and risks
· Ways in which individuals, organizations and nations work to protect children from risk 
	Throughout history, people have migrated for a variety of reasons.
· Our personal migration histories
·  The reasons why people migrate
· Effects of migration on communities, culture and individuals.

	Media influences us in number of ways. 
· The purpose of media.
· Different types of media.
· Ways in which media influences us.

	The earth and its atmosphere are surrounded by space and are a  part of a vast and complex universe.
· Planets, stars, solar system and galaxies.
· Theories of the origin of the earth and the solar system
· The use of space technology and its impact on our lives.

	Market places depend on the ability to produce goods and supply services that can be exchanged. 
· The need of market place. 
· Ethics of market places.
· How and in  what way do we depend on people in other places (Import and Export)
.

	Changes in our society and environment have led to a shift in the way we use energy
· Forms of energy
· Human energy demands versus environmental Impact
· Our role as consumers and conservers of energy.


	Grade 5
	Our life cycle is characterised by physical changes and changing roles.
· The different phases of our life cycle.
· The universal changes during puberty.
· How our roles and responsibilities change during our life cycle.

	Past civilizations shape present day systems and technologies.
· Aspects of past civilizations that have survived
· Reasons these systems and technologies developed
· Why modern societies continue to use adaptations of these systems and technologies.
	Human societies have belief and value systems, which influences their lives.
· The different beliefs and value system
· How our belief and value systems influences all the aspects of our lives
· How belief and value systems have changed
	The fact that materials can undergo permanent or temporary changes causes challenges and provides benefits for society and the environment. 
· Nature of Physical and chemical changes.
· Practical applications and implications of change in materials.
· Ethical dilemmas associated with manufacturing processes and by products.
· 
	Governmental systems determine the rights and responsibilities of citizens
· The different types of governments.
· Principles of human rights and social justice
· How governmental systems around the world promote or deny the rights and responsibilities of its citizens

	Biodiversity relies on maintaining interdependent balance of organisms within systems.
· Interdependence within ecosystems, biomes and environments.
· How and why organisms are interconnected in nature.
· How human interaction with the environment can affect the balance of systems.

	Grade 6
	Personal well-being is dependent on complex balance of interconnected factors.
· The concept of ‘well being’.
· Factors that contribute to well-being (physical, mental, social and spiritual).
· Personal issues affecting our well being
	Throughout history, nations have struggled to achieve and protect their sovereignty.
· What is sovereignty
· Why sovereignty is valued by humans
· What nations have been doing through history to protect their sovereignty


	Exhibition unit 
	Natural and artificial forces assist and impede motion.
· Different kinds of forces.
· Relationship of size, shape and weight of object on force and motion.
· Newton Laws of Motion.
	Organising and operating a business requires a multitude of skills.
· Factors required to start a business.
· Systems and skills required to run the business.
· Risks and rewards of running the business.

	Evolution of technology has affected our planet in a variety of ways
· Evolution of various technologies
· Effects of these technologies on the planet
· Ethics while using technology
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